CRITICISM   IN   A   MASS   SOCIETY

2.  All human societies begin by being of the closed
type, but, except when they have stagnated or died,
they have always evolved toward an ever more and
more open type. Up until the industrial revolution this
evolution was so gradual as hardly to be perceptible
within the life-span of an individual, but since then the
rate of development has ever increasingly accelerated.

3.  The evolutionary process is complicated by the
fact that different sections of the community progress
toward the open society at different speeds. At any
given point in history there are classes for whom eco-
nomic, political, and cultural advantages make society
relatively open, and, vice versa, those for whom similar
disadvantages make it relatively closed, but in com-
paring one historical epoch with its preceding one, all
classes are seen to have made some evolution in the
same direction.

4.  When we use the word democracy we do not or
should not mean any particular form of political struc-
ture; such matters are secondary. What we mean or
ought to mean is the completely open society.

5.  The technical obstacles to this have been over-
come. What is holding us back is the failure of totali-
tarians and democrats alike to realize how open society
has already physically become, so that we continue to
apply habits of mind which were more or less adequate
to the relatively closed society of the eighteenth century
to an open society which demands completely new